
Memorial Resolution for Professor Robert N. Bostrom, College of Communication 
and Information, Presented to the University Senate December 10, 2012. 

 
 
Robert N. Bostrom departed this life on September 27, 2012.  
 
He is survived by sons Niels Robert Bostrom (Laura) and Erik William Bostrom 
(Andrea), both of Versailles, and Rebecca Anne Bostrom (Gary Langfitt) of Dublin, 
Ohio, and four grandchildren, Maria Bostrom Galvin (Enda), Peter Christian 
Bostrom, Anna Rachel Bostrom, and Caitlin Amanda Bostrom, as well as his sister, 
Miriam Stambaugh of Lexington.  
 
Robert was born in Kearney, Nebraska on November 2, 1930. From 1952 to 1954, 
Robert served as an Intelligence Analyst in the United States Army in Korea. After 
leaving the Army, he received his Bachelor's degree from Morningside College in 
Iowa in 1955, where he also played on the football team. Professor Bostrom would 
go on and earn his Master's Degree in 1958 and his Doctorate degree in 1961 from 
the University of Iowa.  
 
He began his teaching career at Wayland High School in Iowa, before joining the 
collegiate ranks at Sacramento State University, Western Illinois University, and 
Ohio University. In 1970, Professor Bostrom joined the faculty of the Department of 
Communication at the University of Kentucky, where he remained until his 
retirement in 2000 with the rank of Professor Emeritus. 
 
He was the author of eight books and many research articles. His research covered 
several dimensions of the communication discipline, including listening behavior, 
persuasion, and small group behavior. He was a strong advocate for behavioral and 
empirical research in the field. 
  
Robert served as Chair of University Senate Council at the University of Kentucky 
(1984-1985), as president of the Southern Communication Association, and was 
elected to the Hall of Fame of the International Listening Association. He was also a 
consultant for the Educational Testing Service (ETS), contributing to the National 
Teacher Examination essay evaluation, redesigning the communication component 
of the National Teacher Education core battery test. 
 
At UK he served as a Department Chair, Director of Graduate studies, and University 
Senator. He received the UK Alumni Association's Great Teacher Award in 1990.  
 
Robert was an active participant in the Arts in Lexington and was a member of the 
Lexington Singers, the Lexington, Chamber Chorale, and the Lexington Musical 
Theater Association. He served on the planning committee for both the Lexington 
Opera House and the University's Singletary Center for the Arts. He was one of the 
founders of the Lexington Musical Theater and directed many of their productions. 



He also performed in several musicals, including his favorite, “Fiddler on the Roof,” 
in which he played the role of Tevye. 
 
I move that this resolution be made a part of the minutes of the University Senate 
and that a copy be sent to Professor Bostrom’s family.  
 
 
 
 


